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If	you	are	lucky,	it	can	be	a	marvelous	experience,	not	so	fortunate,	and	it	can	be	much	less	so.	My	friend	was	an	elderly	male	professor	who	was	matched	with	a	young	male	student	in	the	first	case.	I	don’t	think	there	is	a	need	to	worry	that	the	club	might	replace	courses,	it	would	be	just	a	fun	way	of	maintaining	the	levels	students	had	achieved
during	courses.	Tell	us	about	it	in	the	comments	below.	Each	person	chooses	a	topic,	and	when	you	have	finished	discussing	it,	the	other	picks	an	item,	and	so	you	go	through	the	Menu.	Here’s	how	I	organized	it	almost	effortlessly.	My	friend	is	an	open,	engaging	conversationalist	whom	I	would	have	thought	could	have	a	great	conversation	with
anyone,	but	it	seems	her	partner,	in	this	case,	was	closed	and	withdrawn,	and	the	dialogue	stilted.	The	questions	The	questions	on	the	conversational	menu	are	powerful	–	designed	to	stimulate	big	talk,	not	small	talk.	The	host	then	introduces	the	meal	and	explains	how	to	proceed	and	the	rules.	So	you’ll	cut	the	handout	in	half	and	pass	it	out	to	the
pairs.			(ESL	means	English	as	a	second	language).			There	are	hundreds	of	handouts	that	you	can	download	and	print	for	free	as	PDF	files	or	Word	documents.The	subjects	are	listed	alphabetically.	Typical	questions	might	be:	How	have	your	priorities	changed	over	the	years?	Everybody	loves	this	because	they	can	see	the	many	different	opinions	and
viewpoints	present	in	such	a	small	group.Be	sure	to	thank	everyone	for	coming,	announce	the	next	club	date	and	location	and	ask	attendees	to	invite	a	friend	for	next	time.Ideas	for	Experienced	English	TeachersUse	a	conversation	topic	as	a	Warm-up.			I	think	this	idea	of	‘paired	conversation’	with	prepared	questions	could	be	used	for	all	levels	as	a
warm-up.For	lower	levels,	rewrite	the	questions	from	esl-dicussions.com	using	simple	verb	tenses	and	provide	a	short	list	of	translated	vocabulary	for	the	subject.After	the	conversation	(or	interview	if	you	prefer)	is	finished,	ask	each	student	to	introduce	her	partner	and	summarize	her	partner’s	opinion.	Why	not	signup	for	my	newsletter	to	receive
lesson	plans	for	business	English	and	TOEIC	test	preparation	classes	as	well	as	EdTech	tips	to	go	digital	in	your	classes.	Reading	Time:	3	minutes	Imagine	having	dinner	with	a	stranger.	Paired	up,	the	introvert	has	a	50/50	chance	to	speak.I	count	the	number	of	people	present	and	cut	up	that	many	little	squares	of	paper.	I	recall	my	friend	telling	me
afterward	that	he	had	not	enjoyed	the	evening	as	he	and	his	partner	had	nothing	in	common,	and	he	had	had	a	rather	dull	conversation.	However,	on	both	occasions,	I	attended	the	dinners	with	a	friend,	and	each	of	them	had	a	less	satisfactory	experience.	She	prefers….’	Good	practice	for	pronouncing	the	‘s’	in	third	person	singular	present	simple.
The	menu	looks	like	a	restaurant	menu,	with	starters,	fish,	grills,	dessert,	etc.,	but	instead	of	descriptions	of	food	dishes,	each	heading	contains	topics	to	talk	about.	Though	I	often	feel	that	you	can	learn	much	from	a	poor	experience	than	from	a	good	one	if	you	choose	to.	In	addition	to	the	food	menu,	you	have	a	conversation	menu	with	stimulating,
thought-provoking	topics	to	discuss	with	each	course	—	a	conversation	dinner.		The	idea	of	the	Conversation	Dinner	comes	from	the	work	of	the	historian,	philosopher,	and	conversationalist	Theodore	Zeldin,	founder	of	The	Oxford	Muse.	At	the	second	dinner,	my	friend	was	a	young	woman	who	was	matched	with	another	young	woman.	I	begin	by
numbering	each	square	of	paper	like	this:	1A,	1B,	2A,	2B,	3A,	3B,	etc.	‘She	likes….	So	to	some	extent,	the	value	and	the	enjoyment	of	a	conversation	dinner	is	a	function	of	the	personalities	of	the	two	people	matched.	“Who’s	got	‘1B?”TIP:	I	typed	up	these	little,	numbered	cards	in	a	table	in	Word	then	printed	it	and	plasticized	it.		I	cut	them	up	and	put
them	in	a	zip-lock,	ready	to	use	again.2)	Choosing	a	topic	of	conversationThere	is	a	website	that	I’ve	used	for	years	called	www.esl-discussion.com.	How	great	is	that?Or	look	on	the	website	Meetup.com/name	of	your	city.Or	try	searching	online	for	a	local	website	where	young	single	people	form	small	groups	to	go	out	together.	A	Conversation	Menu	is
given	to	each	diner.	The	fact	that	you’ve	paired	up	everybody,	there	won’t	be	any	need	to	shout	across	a	big	table	so	they	should	be	able	to	hear	their	partner.4)	Ending	the	EventWhen	you	start	to	see	that	people	have	finished	asking	all	the	questions	on	the	list	(after	about	45	min.	Think	of	a	good	general	question	about	the	topic,	or	choose	a	question
from	the	handout,	and	go	around	the	room	asking	each	person	their	opinion.	Choose	a	subject	that	interests	you.		Click	on	it	and	read	through	the	questions.		If	you	like	it,	download	it	as	a	Word	file	and	then	you	could	rewrite	some	of	the	questions	to	match	your	club	members’	interests	or	language	level	if	needed.These	questions	are	written	with	an
intermediate	level	in	mind.		Some	of	the	vocabulary	or	more	complex	question	forms	could	be	confusing	to	lower	levels.			Just	rewrite	any	difficult	questions	more	simply	if	you	need	to.		I	have	never	had	to	do	this,	however,	since	most	people	coming	to	a	conversation	club	are	usually	an	intermediate	level.I’ve	had	good	luck	with	these	subjects:		sleep,
climate	change,	advertising,	identity	theft,	business,	freedom,	leadership,	diet,	coffee,	and	personality,	to	name	just	a	few.Tip:		Download	and	print	several	different	subjects,	and	put	them	in	a	file	(or	slip	them	into	the	zip-lock	bag	with	your	pre-numbered	cards)	so	you’ll	be	ready	in	advance.Each	handout	is	divided	into	two	parts:	Partner	A	and
Partner	B.	Then	I	put	all	the	squares	of	paper	into	a	zip-lock	baggie	and	everyone	draws	their	number	and	then	looks	for	their	matching	partner.	Or	employees	who	work	in	companies	where	English	isn’t	often	spoken.It’s	a	good	way	for	English	learners	to	maintain	their	hard-earned	level.		Lessons	are	an	investment	of	time	and	money,	nobody	wants
to	lose	those	skills.Start	a	club	in	your	community	or	at	workI	recently	started	a	group	at	the	community	center	where	I	take	art	lessons.	Or	you	could	type	up	a	short	list	ahead	of	time	with	expected	new	words	for	the	topic	and	pass	that	out	with	the	handout	questions.It’s	going	to	be	noisy	and	animated	as	the	conversations	get	going	and	laughter
builds.	‘What	kind	of	hotel	do	you	prefer:	a	luxury	4-star	hotel	or	family-owned	Bed	and	breakfast?’	‘Do	you	like	resorts	like	Club	Med	where	there	are	lots	of	activities?’	Followed	by	a	summary	of	their	partner’s	opinion.Suggest	to	your	students	to	join	an	English	conversation	clubTell	students	that	they	can	just	do	an	internet	search	by	typing	‘English
conversation	club’	and	the	name	of	your	city.		Encourage	them	to	find	some	way	to	maintain	their	current	level.I	just	searched	online	for	clubs	in	Buenos	Aires	and	found	10	associations	offering	free	English/Spanish	conversation	clubs	joining	up	ex-pats	and	locals.	I	like	to	form	random	pairs	so	members	have	the	opportunity	to	speak	with	a	different
person	each	time.I	wouldn’t	try	to	have	a	big	group	discussion.	The	first	session	was	a	success	and	the	smiles	on	people’s	faces	and	their	gratitude	were	heartwarming.I	volunteered	my	services	to	provide	the	topic	(no	need	to	charge	for	the	club).My	art	teacher	knew	who	would	be	interested	and	invited	them	(no	publicity	needed).There	was	a	room
available	in	the	community	center	(no	need	to	find	a	meeting	place).You,	on	the	other	hand,		will	need	to	find	participants	with	some	kind	of	publicity	(Facebook,	Twitter,	the	company	chat	room)	and	a	meeting	place,	but	that	could	be	in	a	corner	of	a	nearby	coffee	shop,	or	designated	table	in	a	university	or	company	cafeteria.		Put	up	a	small	poster	on
the	door	for	publicity.			You	know	how	to	get	the	word	out	in	a	modern	way.Organization:	1)	Pair-up	peopleTo	maximize	speaking	time,	divide	the	members	up	into	pairs:	Partner	A	and	Partner	B	or	at	the	most,	small	tables	of	four	people.	It’s	also	a	great	way	for	students	in	a	group	to	get	to	know	each	other	better.Instead	of	a	typical	pair-work
exercise	for	checking	into	a	hotel,	for	example,		where	one	student	plays	the	role	of	the	receptionist	and	the	other	the	hotel	guest,	why	not	write	questions	to	elicit	opinions	on	the	targeted	subject	and	the	two	students	could	have	an	unguided	conversation	using	the	same	vocabulary	and	expressions?Questions	such	as	‘Do	you	prefer	a	queen-size	bed
or	king-size?	It	could	be	held	after-hours	or	during	the	lunch	hour.	Based	on	these	two	experiences,	when	I	run	my	intimate	conversation	Cafés	–	similar	to	Theodore’s	events	but	without	the	dinner,	I	break	the	session	into	two	and	allow	the	participants	to	change	partners	halfway	through	the	evening,	thus	increasing	the	change	of	at	least	one	quality
conversation.	You’ll	probably	find	queries	about	individuals	looking	for	English	speakers	to	practice	with.Ideas	for	Language	School	DirectorsSell	the	idea	of	a	Conversation	Club	to	your	existing	clients	as	a	way	of	protecting	their	investment	in	training	by	maintaining	the	levels	of	their	employees.	If	you’re	a	native	English	speaker	with	no	experience
teaching,	you	can	organize	one,	just	follow	the	steps	below.			If	you’re	a	Language	School	director	looking	to	offer	a	new	service	to	your	clients	to	help	them	maintain	their	investment	in	employee	training,	then	this	is	your	guide.Why	are	English	conversation	clubs	so	popular?Because	speaking	is	the	most	difficult	language	skill	to	master	and	requires
a	lot	of	practice	time.	Theodore’s	conversation	dinners	are	quite	revolutionary.	Make	a	donation	It’s	easy	to	start	an	English	Conversation	Club	in	4	StepsAn	English	conversation	club	is	fun,	informal	and	helpful.	It’s	more	difficult	than	reading	or	writing	or	even	listening.You	generally	need	a	partner	to	practice	speaking.		Sure	learners	can	talk	to
themselves	or	they	can	memorize	dialogues	and	repeat	them	out	loud,	but	it	doesn’t	include	the	spontaneity	of	a	conversation.It’s	social.		Typical	members	of	conversation	clubs	are	university	students	looking	to	practice	English	for	travel.			Or	older	people	looking	to	meet	like-minded	souls	who’ve	lived	abroad	or	who’ve	traveled	extensively	as	they
have.	That	leaves	too	many	people	out	of	the	discussion	as	there	are	always	extroverts	who	naturally	dominate	and	introverts	who	observe.	If	you	ever	get	the	opportunity	to	participate	in	one	–	take	it.		Tweet	This	Resources	Posts	that	link	to	this	post	CHAPTER	NAVIGATION	SEARCHBlook	SearchGoogle	Web	Search	Photo	Credits:	pxhere	(CC0	1.0)
Please	support	my	work	If	you	enjoy	my	work	and	find	it	valuable,	please	consider	giving	me	a	little	support.	I	was	paired	with	partners	who	were	open	about	their	lives,	which	made	for	some	fascinating	conversation.	I’m	American,	fun	places	are	always	noisy.	Win/win.What	other	ideas	do	you	have	for	finding	conversation	club	topics	or	for	organizing
a		club?	It	has	a	list	of	10	or	so	questions	you	can	ask	your	partner	with	different	questions	for	each	partner.Here	are	some	examples	of	conversation	starter	questions	from	the	handout	‘Adventure’.		esl-discussions.comAre	you	an	adventurous	person?Is	life	a	good	adventure?Does	there	have	to	be	an	element	of	danger	in	an	adventure?Do	you	think
animals	like	adventures?What’s	the	biggest	adventure	you’ve	had	in	your	life?What	adventures	would	you	like	to	go	on	in	the	future?Which	of	these	things	would	you	like	on	an	adventure:	danger,	romance,	speed,	travel,	discovery,	prizes?Where	would	you	like	to	go	for	an	adventure	–	a	jungle,	a	desert,	a	small	island	or	a	city?Are	men	or	women	more
adventurous?Now,	wouldn’t	these	questions	make	for	an	interesting	conversation?UPDATE:		Here’s	another	awesome	source	for	conversation	topics.		//www.allthingstopics.com/places-around-town.htmlTopics	are	listed	alphabetically	in	the	left	sidebar.		Robert	also	includes	other	activities	around	the	new	vocabulary	such	as	crossword	puzzles,	short
articles	for	fill	in	the	blank	and	some	audio	files.		It’s	perfect	to	use	one	of	the	activities	as	a	review	for	the	next	club	meeting.3)	The	meeting	placeI	use	a	room	that	seats	around	12	people	and	I	like	to	have	a	whiteboard	for	jotting	down	new	vocabulary.	A	Conversation	Dinner	or	Conversation	Meal	seats	two	strangers	together	who	have	never	met	or
know	each	other	only	a	little	for	an	interesting	conversation	that	goes	beyond	small	talk.	It	would	be	low	cost	for	your	clients	(easily	up	to	20	employees	at	a	time	for	one	teacher)	and	for	your	language	school	as	well	since	you	could	send	in	a	less	experienced	teacher.If	you	wanted	to	promote	goodwill,	you	could	volunteer	the	teacher	and	let	Human
Resources	organize	and	run	the	club.	What	do	you	think	about	your	spending	habits	and	what	do	you	need	that	money	cannot	buy?	What	would	you	like	to	be	engraved	on	your	tombstone?	or	an	hour)	you	can	politely	interrupt	and	announce	a	‘round	table’.	Your	donation	will	help	cover	some	of	my	website	hosting	expenses.	I	got	to	know	them	well.
The	Process	Conversation	Dinner	Experiences	I	have	taken	part	in	two	of	Theodore’s	conversational	dinners	and	enjoyed	both	of	them.	The	conversation	typically	takes	about	two	hours,	but	it	can	last	much	longer.

The	dispute	between	Darnhall	and	Vale	Royal	Abbey	arose	in	the	early	fourteenth	century.	Tensions	in	Cheshire	between	villagers	from	Darnhall	and	Over	and	their	feudal	lord,	Abbot	Peter	of	Vale	Royal	Abbey,	erupted	into	violence	over	whether	they	had	villein—servile—status.	The	villagers'	efforts	to	reject	the	Abbey's	feudal	overlordship	included
appeals	to	the	Abbot,	the	…	Quentin	Robert	Duthie	Skinner	FBA	(born	1940)	is	a	British	intellectual	historian.He	is	regarded	as	one	of	the	founders	of	the	Cambridge	School	of	the	history	of	political	thought.He	has	won	numerous	prizes	for	his	work,	including	the	Wolfson	History	Prize	in	1979	and	the	Balzan	Prize	in	2006.	Between	1996	and	2008	he
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